[Arthropathy in hemochromatosis].
Early diagnosis of hemochromatosis may prevent the numerous risks of iron overload. One of the most common early manifestations of this disease is arthropathy. The clinical and radiologic findings of hemochromatosis arthropathy are discussed. Diagnosis is suggested by simple laboratory tests and confirmed by liver biopsy with measurement of hepatic iron content. Treatment includes the removal of the excess body iron by phlebotomy. Unfortunately, symptoms of arthropathy tend to be resistant to phlebotomy.